Evangelical Visitor - June 25, 1979 Vol. XCII. No. 12. by Zercher, John E.
Messiah University 
Mosaic 
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999) Brethren in Christ Church Archives 
6-25-1979 
Evangelical Visitor - June 25, 1979 Vol. XCII. No. 12. 
John E. Zercher 
www.Messiah.edu One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055 
Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor 
 Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons 
Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2370 
Recommended Citation 
Zercher, John E., "Evangelical Visitor - June 25, 1979 Vol. XCII. No. 12." (1979). Evangelical Visitor 
(1887-1999). 2370. 
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2370 
Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action 
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate 
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service, 
leadership and reconciliation in church and society. 
. - - y' - * , 
v -
e l i c a l 
June 25,1979 
x 
Groundbreaking f j . 








of a Child 
page 12 
-Acts flut.V. 
C J f J f t P P To P ^ H 
t H ^ T S l D H I * Ly. 
3 i : +TH FflCMrl §,luHK 
HB S y,t-u>s OTP. 
Keys to 
The Rent Veil • • » 
page 3 
Church News 
pages 6 & 11 
3 4 : + ? S U T d , PE,*® in T UJ: 
ft^f^T 6 . im. 
3S"; 1-(lT0 p A./ » S S H *7" 
• ft/TWe.-3"AC0AfT?t,l0 
0 Irfr J C d : T W UJ F o G-
Ui »ftl tusJ-
3 t : <»-TtC AP I T ^ T S t u S , 
D LuldtHUJ, TLH I A 
u a. 
3r: i 4amALyUJfV2T*T0 
Does MCC Still Feed 
the Hungry? 
page 10 
Editorial: The Spider and the Web'*-
Letters 
A Share in Brotherhood 
This letter is a response to the s ta tement 
on that par t of our gift to the Body of 
Christ which has unfor tuna te ly been called 
"assessment un fa i r . " (See V I S I T O R , April 
25—p. 6). 
First of all I have great diff icul ty with 
letters tha t are either "uns igned" or "name 
wi thheld ." If either the writer or editor 
can ' t t ake responsibil i ty for a s ta tement 
then 1 do not th ink it is wor th print ing. 
And I am learning to love people who dis-
agree with me. It isn't a lways easy but it is 
par t of God ' s grace tha t I'm learning more 
abou t all the t ime. 
Secondly, fairness or just ice is some-
t imes a mat te r of perspective. Any local 
church can receive any a m o u n t of dol lars 
as the Lord prospers . Any local church will 
de te rmine their priorit ies. Our part icular 
b ro the rhood asks for very little compared 
to o ther denomina t ions . I know of ano the r 
evangelical g r o u p tha t asks each local 
church to give 10% to their regional area 
and 10% to their general headquar te r s . We 
c o u l d e a s i l y c o v e r o u r B r o t h e r h o o d 
expenses if each church gave 6% or 7% to 
the Bro therhood . I also read in the Bible 
tha t to whom much is given, much is 
required . I believe income is the place to 
look fo r a fair share and not the n u m b e r of 
people . You either receive the money or 
you don ' t . It's not the size of the congrega-
tion but the func t ion of the brain and heart 
of the Christ ian tha t determines steward-
ship. It doesn ' t mat te r whether a budget is 
$5,000 or $500,000, a given percentage is 
the same. I've been t i thing and plus since I 
was in college. The principle hasn't changed, 
just the amoun t . 
I believe our problem is not justice, but 
communica t ion . If we believe in brother-
hood , then our first f rui ts should include a 
b ro the rhood gift to God who is the head of 
our church . We should never have called it 
an assessment. It really isn't because some 
churches don ' t pay anyway. It is a gift to 
God in behalf of our belief in b ro the rhood . 
Is there anything unfa i r abou t tha t? 
As a pas tor to pastors , I know there are 
dif ferences of opin ion , but as we are aware 
of o ther denominat ions , I believe we have 
one of the most effective and efficient 
me thods of sharing life as brothers and 
sisters. If we do the research, we can note 
tha t since we invested some of our funds 
with regional and general concerns our 
local churches have grown spiritually, 
physically, socially, and mentally. I want 
to hear whether we can improve, but I do 
not agree that we are unfair . 
Don Shafer , b ishop 
Midwest and Pacific Conference 
Upland, CA 
In W h o m D o W e Trust? 
I am writing to express my apprecia t ion 
fo r and add to two recent editorials (Dec. 
25 and April 25) dealing with the church 's 
need to ar t iculate the biblical posi t ion on 
to page five 
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From the Editor 
In t h e e d i t o r i a l of t h e J u n e 10 i ssue 1 r e f e r r e d t o t h e 
m a r r i a g e c r i s i s in o u r s o c i e t y a n d its e f f e c t u p o n t h e 
c h u r c h . I m a d e a p o i n t t h a t w e c a n b e c o m e so c o n c e r n e d 
a b o u t a m i n i s t r y t o t h e d i v o r c e d t h a t we fa i l t o c l ea r ly 
a r t i c u l a t e f o r o u r y o u t h t h e b ib l i ca l p a t t e r n f o r m a r r i a g e . 
B e f o r e t h a t e d i t o r i a l w a s in t h e ma i l 1 r ece ived t h e J u n e 
N e w s l e t t e r f r o m o n e of o u r c o n f e r e n c e b i s h o p s . T h e f i r s t 
p a r a g r a p h r e a d (in p a r t ) a s f o l l o w s : 
Recently, a concerned layman said, "1 am not as 
bo thered by o u r receiving persons with a previous mar-
riage in to o u r congrega t ions as I am by the dear th of instruc-
tion regarding marr iage for our young people." I believe 
this bro ther has spoken to a vital issue. 
1 a m g r a t e f u l t o h a v e m y i d e a s a f f i r m e d . It d o e s n o t 
l e s sen t h e g r a t i t u d e w h e n th i s a f f i r m a t i o n c o m e s f r o m 
t h o s e w h o a r e t h e e l ec t ed l e a d e r s in t h e c h u r c h a n d a r e in a 
p o s i t i o n t o " d o s o m e t h i n g a b o u t i t . " 
W e n e e d t o c o n t i n u e o u r m i n i s t r y t o t h e d i v o r c e d . W e 
n e e d t o s t r e n g t h e n o u r e x i s t i n g m a r r i a g e s . But 1 be l ieve 
t h a t t h e p r e s e n t , g r e a t e s t n e e d in t h i s w h o l e a r e a is a 
m i n i s t r y t o o u r y o u t h . W e need t o m a k e it u n m i s t a k a b l y 
c l e a r t o t h e m ( a n d t h e i r p a r e n t s ) t h a t we as a c h u r c h h o l d t o 
t h e b i b l i c a l v i e w of m a r r i a g e a s a l i f e - l o n g c o m m i t m e n t 
b a s e d o n f a i t h f u l n e s s , r e s p e c t , a n d love . D i v o r c e is n o t a 
C h r i s t i a n o p t i o n . 
O n th i s f o u n d a t i o n we t e a c h a n d c o u n s e l a n d p r e p a r e 
o u r y o u t h f o r m a r r i a g e . 
Evangelical Visitor 
(USPS 180-300) 
Volume XCII Number 12 
Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church, published 
semi-monthly by Evangel Press, 301 N. Elm Street, Nap-
panee, Indiana 46550. 
Editor: John E. Zercher 
Editorial Council: 
C. B. Byers, Eber B. Dourte, Isaiah B. Harley, E. Morris 
Sider, Anna Ruth Ressler 
Page Editors: 
Missions: Glen A. Pierce 
Christian Service Ministries: J. Wilmer Heisey 
Christian Education Ministries: Mary Ebersole 
Pulpit and Pew: David E. Climenhaga 
Brethren in Christ Publication Board: 
Isaiah B. Harley, Lester C. Fretz, Paul E. Hosteller, Louis O. 
Cober, Paul E. Witter, Dwight E. Bert, James W. Esh 
Mailing Information: 
Manuscripts and editorial correspondence should be 
addressed to the Editor, P. O. Box 166, Nappanee, Indiana 
46550. 
Subscriptions and change of address should be sent to 
Evangel Press, 301 N. Elm Street, Nappanee, Indiana 
46550. Include both old and new addresses with requests 
for change of address. 
Renewals: 1 year, $5.50: 2 years, $10.50; 3 years, $15.50; and 
5 years, $25.00. New and gift subscriptions, $4.50 a year. 
Second-class postage paid at Nappanee, Indiana 46550. 
Printed in U.S.A. 




Paul A. Nigh 
"It is finished." Those words from 
the lips of Christ on the cross was the 
greatest utterance ever to fall on mor-
tal ears. Give ear ye heavens and 
hearken O earth! The voice of the con-
quering Saviour may have been heard 
ringing through the corridors of para-
dise. Abel. Abraham. Moses and oth-
ers who had died in faith, could now 
shout for joy and be led in triumphant 
song by Miriam with her timbrel, and 
by David with music from his harp. 
Sin was a condition of the physical; 
therefore the Lamb of God must suffer 
in his human body. The cruel scourge, 
the sharp crown of thorns deeply driven 
by the smiting reed, those nails pierc-
ing hand and feet, had taken such 
deadly toll that "His visage was so 
marred more than any man, and his 
form more than the sons of men" (Is. 
52:14). The atoning Christ gave him-
self willingly, "I gave my back to the 
smiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hair: I hid not my face 
from shame and spitting," (Is 50:6). 
For that supreme sacrifice, "He is 
brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb. 
The writer is a retired minister within the Can-
adian Conference and an occasional contributor 
to the pages of the VISITOR. 
so he openeth not his mouth" (Is. 
53:7). 
Transgression was a condition of 
the mind; therefore the Son of man 
must suffer mentally. The venom sting 
of the betrayal kiss by Judas, his disci-
ples sleeping while he prayed, the con-
tumely of Peter as he denied his Lord 
before the maids and those who stood 
by, was in the cup he drank, these 
three sorrows were caused by his own 
bosom friends. And never was such 
insatiate fury of human and infernal 
worlds so poured upon a frame of flesh 
and blood. The unjust trial, the multi-
tude crying "Crucify him." the purple 
robe and bended knee of mocking wor-
ship, and the shame of crucifixion 
were borne by the meek and lowly Naz-
arene without a word. On the cross 
the taunting mockery of chief priests, 
elders and scribes, and the scornful 
wagging heads of passersby, the final 
thrust of unholy men. 
But most of all iniquity had deeply 
stained the human soul. For this rea-
son the Son of God must suffer the 
deepest of all agonies for propitiation 
to be complete. In the garden of Geth-
semane sweat of blood from his holy 
brow was the price of our redemption. 
From the cross hear the words "My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me" (Mark 15:34)? I he lips of him in 
whom there was no guile now tasted 
the last drop of the cup of suffering. 
The prophecy of Isaiah (53:11, 12), 
"He shall see of the travail of his soul, 
and shall be satisfied," and, "Because" 
he hath poured out his soul unto 
death," was now fulfilled. In full atone-
ment victory he said, "It is finished: 
and he bowed his head, and gave up 
the ghost" (John 19:30). 
The plan of redemption before the 
fall was provisional. After the trans-
gression it became operational. The 
great mystery of godliness was revealed 
in sundry times and in diverse manners 
through patriarch, law, priest, prophet, 
and king for four thousand years. But 
the eternal purpose of God was mani-
fested in his only begotten Son. Jesus 
Christ had come to give his life a ran-
som for many. His virgin birth, sinless 
life, perfect example, great miracles, 
and sublime teaching were not enough. 
This was all necessary, but these alone 
could not be redemptive. The cross 
made the difference. In six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea 
and all that in them is. In six hours on 
to page four 
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from page three 
Golgotha's brow the author of eternal 
salvation finished the work for which 
he had come. 
"The veil of the temple was rent in 
twain from the top to the bottom." It 
may have been rent by mighty angelic 
and with blast of trumpet loud. Or 
perhaps that tapestry was opened wide 
from top to bottom without a sound to 
human ear. It matters not. That restric-
tive weaving of the law for twelve 
hundred years was no more. This beau-
tiful creation of the weaver's skill was 
now but a rent and tattered piece of 
worthless cloth. In one moment the 
broken body and shed blood of Jesus 
Christ had given complete and free 
access to the holy God. That which 
had been restricted to a ceremonially 
clean man once a year was now open 
wide to sinful man. 
Lay aside your sacerdotal robes ye 
men of Aaron. Serve no more at the 
altar ye sons of Levi. Your work is 
done. The sacrificial blood of bulls and 
goats and the ashes of an heifer, sprin-
kling the unclean, offered by your min-
istering hands, is forever finished. For 
a priest has come, of the tribe of 
Judah, after the order of Melchisedec, 
by a new and living way, by the sacri-
fice of himself. It is no more type and 
shadow. The genuine has come. 
The rent veil gave free access to the 
mercy seat. Accordingto Exodus 25:22, 
and other like passages, the place of 
meetingand communion between God 
and priest, was from above the mercy 
seat, from between the two cherubim, 
which are upon the ark of the testi-
mony. Here God would appear in the 
cloud of incense upon the mercy seat. 
The only purpose for entering in the 
most holy place, inside the veil, was to 
sprinkle blood on the day of atone-
ment. This must be done by the priest 
alone. The ministering priest became a 
surrogate for the people. They had no 
other approach. But now we find mercy, 
not through a human mediator at a 
golden altar. Our way is individual and 
direct. It is by the atoning merits of our 
conquering Christ. 
The ark of the covenant was a sym-
bol of the abiding presence of God. 
This chest of shittim wood was covered 
within and on the outside with pure 
gold. In it were three evidences of 
God's relationship with his people: the 
golden pot that contained manna, 
Aaron's rod that budded, and the 
tables of the covenant. The movings 
and restings of Israel were governed by 
the ark. This comparatively small crea-
tion of human artisans rested within 
the second veil, in the place which was 
called the Holiest of all. That little holy 
shrine of wood and gold was the centre 
of tabernacle worship. It had been 
made after the patterns of things in the 
heavens. 
In the wilderness manna was given 
by fresh supply each morning. The 
goodness of this daily food, except on 
the sabbath day, lasted for but one 
day. Each new morning, as the dew 
was lifted, the bread from heaven was 
there for the gathering hand. The taste 
of it was like wafers made with honey. 
It was heavenly food full of flavour 
and nourishment. It ceased not until 
they ate of the old corn in the land of 
Canaan. That golden pot of manna 
was symbolic of spiritual food to be 
enjoyed by personal approach to God. 
Hear the words of Christ, "I am the 
living bread which came down from 
heaven" (John 6:51). Now our way is 
wide open to a rich and full and fresh 
and constant supply from the living 
Word. 
Aaron's rod that budded was a 
miraculous manifestation of the super-
natural. For a dead piece of wood to 
produce buds and flowers and almonds 
simultaneously, was beyond all nature. 
It was the work of God. We who were 
dead in trespasses and sins now give 
evidence of the divine touch. Is it too 
much to expect that every person who 
has come in vital contact with the mer-
its of the Christ who rent the veil in 
two. should now bear constant spirit-
ual fruit? The words of David leave no 
doubt to this, "I am as a wonder unto 
many" (Ps. 71:7). And the apostle Paul 
exults, "By the grace of God I am what 
I am" (I Cor. 15:10). The budded rod 
of Aaron has long since withered and 
decayed. But by the work of Jesus 
Christ, through the ministry of the 
Holy Spirit, there is now life and fruit 
for all. 
I do not presume that the two tables 
of stone, inscribed by the finger of 
God, are yet preserved in some secluded 
cave, hidden to the human eye. If, pre-
sumptuous thought, they ever would 
be found, the museums of the world, 
or collectors of rare art, would pay 
fabulous sums for that find. But those 
lively oracles are no longer engraven 
on tablets of Sinaitic rock, but in 
fleshy tables of the heart. The law was 
good. But it was weak. It could never 
make the comers thereunto perfect. It 
was our schoolmaster to bring us unto 
Christ. So now in full redemptive hour 
the Saviour bowed his head. The veil 
was rent in twain, The bread of life 
came for every man. The fruit of the 
Spirit was now available to each soul. 
The law of life in Christ Jesus brought 
salvation full and free. The Sun of 
righteousness had appeared with heal-
ing in his wings. 
With the rending of the veil the day 
of law was finished. The portals to the 
holiest place of all were opened wide to 
human gaze and entrance. In the days 
of the Mosaic covenant, with one 
exception, it was death to enter beyond 
that second veil. But now it became 
spiritually fatal to remain outside. It is 
significant to note that this beautiful 
hanging was torn in two. A gentle 
angel hand could just as well have care-
fully folded that magnificent veil for 
preservation. But so it must not be. All 
symbolism of the law was cast aside. 
Jesus Christ was all in all. 
Men of folly have ever sought objects 
for veneration. It is incredible to read 
that while Moses was receiving the law 
on mount Sinai, down in the valley 
Israel was worshipping the golden calf 
(Ex. 32). When complaining Israelites 
were bitten by fiery serpents, a serpent 
of brass upon a pole was their only 
hope of deliverance. As they looked 
they lived (Num. 21:8, 9). But hundreds 
of years later idolatrous Israel was 
burning incense to that same brazen 
serpent. Revivalist Hezekiah broke it 
in pieces and called it Nehushtan, that 
is, a piece of brass (I I Kings 18:4). Gideon, 
that man of faith, who had dared to 
defy idol worshippers (Judg. 6:25-28), 
and drove out marauding Midianites 
from the land, was himself ensnared by 
an ephod of gold which he had made 
and placed in his own city of Ophrah, 
(Judg. 8:27). 
There are no sacred places or things 
in the gospel dispensation where God 
alone can be found, or are worthy of 
veneration. We need neither image or 
work of carver's hand or artist's skill to 
draw our hearts to Christ. The memo-
rial that we have is one. As we hold in 
our hands the emblems of the broken 
body and shed blood of our Saviour, 
we remember. In thecommunion hour 
those elements with the words, "This 
do in remembrance of me. . . . for as 
often as ye eat this bread, and drink 
this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death 
till he come," touch hand and lips and 
soul. We need no less. We want no 
more. 
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James S. Payne 
Several years ago I became interested in recalling to 
memory poems I had learned during my schools days. As 1 
was "relearning" these with considerable enjoyment, it 
came to me "what could be better than to memorize the 
Scriptures?" 
I had known of those who had memorized large portions 
of the Bible—entire books. One group, I understood, had 
memorized the entire New Testament. If others could, why 
should not I? 
By God's help I have memorized seventeen books of the 
New Testament, plus other portions. At present I am mem-
orizing in the Acts. 
Memorization requires a discipline and a method. 
Methods may vary. A method that works for me may not 
work for you. Each must find one with which he or she is 
comfortable. However, let me share my methods of memo-
rizing a portion of Scripture. 
First, I outline the chapter identifying each section. 
Second, I use my own "shorthand" method to transfer a 
number of verses to a 3x5 or 4x6 card. These cards can be 
carried with me and studied and reviewed whenever I have 
a period of free time. 
My particular "shorthand" is to use the first letter of 
each word or a symbol to denote the word. I circle the letter 
for deity. I place a single line under a letter for a proper 
name; a double line under a letter for a city; a dash over the 
letter if it is a plural. 
Should a card and shorthand system seem to be helpful 
each person needs to determine his or her own "system"— 
keeping it simple. 
In my system, John 3:16 (Authorized Version) looks like 
this: 
4 G S L T W , T H G H O B g S , T WSE B I H S N 
P, B H E L. 
Third, I underline each verse when I have transferred it 
to a card. (I can, of course, place a number of verses on a 
card). The fact that the whole word is not on the card 
requires a degree of concentration which the entire word 
would not demand. 
This memorization project has been a great means of 
blessing to me. I have found a personal closeness to God, a 
consciousness of spiritual blessing, and a sort of freshness 
and contemporaneity to the Bible that had not existed 
before. 
I would recommend this activity to all. The young can 
use it throughout life. The elderly can fill up their "retire-
ment" hours with a worthwhile project. For young and old 
alike it pays dividends in this life and the next. 
Letters 
from page two 
peace. I a lso agree with J o h n Stoner ' s deci-
sion in the d i lemma of the bumper sticker 
(April 25). 
As 1 cont inue to read the gospel and as I 
gain a grea ter unde r s t and ing of what the 
poss ib i l i ty of m o d e r n nuc lea r w a r f a r e 
means in terms of des t ruct ion of lives and 
proper ty , I am convinced that Chris t ians 
must be in the f o r e f r o n t of those oppos ing 
war. I f ind it increasingly difficult to under-
stand why so many evangelical Christ ians, 
including many Brethren in Christ , are so 
re luctant to take a s t rong s tand and are 
somet imes even downr igh t hostile when 
it comes to the peace witness. We Brethren 
in Christ believe in the sancti ty of h u m a n 
life, we believe in the careful use of resour-
ces such as land and money, and we believe 
that our trust ought to be in an unfail ing 
God and not in h u m a n s t rength. But the 
way many people act when it comes to the 
a rms race and our country 's cont inued 
reliance on nuclear weapons suggests that 
we don ' t pract ice what we believe. We 
behave as though it is perfectly acceptable 
to condone the inevitable destruct ion of 
lives and proper ty . By our silence we are 
saying that it is okay to spend vast amoun t s 
of money which could be used to alleviate 
h u m a n suffering on ins t ruments of certain 
dea th . We are also saying, whether or not 
we mean to, that our ul t imate trust for 
security is not in God but in the size of our 
nuclear arsenal. Do we honestly want to 
say all this? If not, then why aren ' t we 
shout ing f r o m the roof tops that war is sin? 
I f ind the a rgumen t s against our getting 
involved in trying to change the nation's 
p reoccupa t ion with prepar ing for war very 
unconvincing. While I agree that we proba-
bly can' t hope to tu rn nat ional policy 
a round to reflect Christ ian values, I don ' t 
agree that we should just allow things to 
cont inue as they are until the Lord comes 
to rescue his own. There are numerous 
examples of how we a t tempt , often success-
fully, to change policy on other issues. 
Chris t ians f requent ly band together to 
vote against local opt ions, to protest exces-
sive sex and violence on television, to s top 
Sunday sales, etc. We act because we 
believe that we can influence public mora l -
ity and because the alternatives would be 
h a r m f u l to society and opposed to our 
Christian beliefs. What is so different about 
the peace issue? Why do so many Chris-
tians, even those philosophically commit -
ted to the immora l i ty of war, hesitate to do 
anything abou t it? Even if we can't expect 
the world to pract ice nonresis tance or to 
s top waging war, the very least we can do is 
to witness to our belief tha t there is a better 
way, that it is sheer madness and indeed 
moral ly and in every way wrong to expend 
so m a n y r e s o u r c e s o n s o m e t h i n g as 
ultimately destructive as nuclear war. 
The church must put the peace witness at 
the heart of the gospel message instead of 
relegating it to second-class status or worse. 
The Brethren in Christ especially must find 
new ways to a f f i rm our long-held belief 
that the Bible teaches against par t ic ipat ion 
in war, which today means much more 
to page seven 
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Church News 
Messiah College 
Orator io S o c i e t y P r e s e n t s Elijah 
The G r a n t h a m Orator io Society sang Men 
delssohn 's Elijah before a large crowd in Bru-
baker Auditorium at Messiah College in late 
April. Dr. Ronald R. Sider conducted the 160-
voice choir and orchest ra in an unusually fine 
concert . Thomas Paul, one of the country 's best 
known basses, was featured in the role of Elijah. 
205 S e n i o r s Rece ive D e g r e e 
Messiah College had its annual Commence-
ment last month with 205 seniors receiving diplo-
mas. Mrs. Ginny Thornburgh, wife of Pennsylva-
nia's Governor Dick Thornburgh, gave the 
commencement address. 
"MORE T H A N BREAD" 
Campaign P a s s e s % Mark 
During March the Support ing Gifts division of 
the Messiah College fund drive for a new Fine 
Arts Center had kick-off dinners in the West 
and parts of the Midwest. Other kickoffs were 
held in Michigan, Indiana, and Ohio in May. 
The campaign is now past $3,000,000, three-
fourths of the $4 million goal. According to Presi-
dent Hostet ter , Messiah College has never 
before raised such a substantial amount so early 
in a fund drive. 
S t u d e n t s Appl icat ions U p for 1979-80 
Applications at Messiah College for the fall of 
1979 are running about 12 percent ahead of last 
year. Applications for s tudents transferring from 
other colleges and universities are almost 33 
percent higher than last year. 
With the above increases, approximately 350 
f reshmen and 90 t ransfers will enroll at the col-
lege this fall. Admissions Director Ron Long is 
especially gratified to see the academic profile of 
incoming s tudents improve in the past two 
years. 
When asked why enrollment continues to 
grow at Messiah Coiiege, Mr. Long listed three 
factors. First: Messiah College has a good var-
iety of quality academic programs, both liberal 
arts and professional. Second: s tudents respond 
to the strong evangelical Christian environment 
on campus. And third: the campus has excellent 
facilities to enhance the learning experience. 
Mennonite Central 
Committee 
Mother T e r e s a T h a n k s M C C 
"We would like to thank each of you for the 
time, and more, the love you have given in mak-
ing this soap for our poor ." These are the words 
of Mother Teresa, Missionaries of Charities, Cal-
cutta, India, in response to the material aid pro-
vided by Mennonite Central Committee. 
M C C has been providing some material aid to 
Mother Teresa ' s work in the form of soap, 
blankets and bedsheets . Bert Lobe, MCC volun-
teer in India, repor ts that this project reaches 
out to the poores t of the poor, in leprosy cen 
tres, an orphanage and a "House for the Desti-
tute and Dying," in Calcutta. 
Mother Teresa continues in the letter: "The 
soap you have sent is soft and lathers easily, 
making washing a pleasure. This soap is 'God 's 
gift' to us as we need plenty to keep our homes 
in a hygienic and clean condition. At Christmas 
time we were able to give out a few bars to about 
20,000 families." 
Kitchener and Elmira MCC 
Benefit S h o p s 
The annual meeting of the Kitchener and 
Elmira M C C Benefit Shops was held on April 
30,1979 at the Wanner Mennonite Church, Hes-
peler. Herb Schultz, Pastor of Wanner Church 
welcomed the group with Scripture and prayer. 
A trio from the Puslinch Brethren In Christ 
Church served with several songs. 
Ann Hofstra, manager of the Kitchener shop, 
and Adeline Horst , manager of the Elmira shop, 
presented management reports of their stores. 
From these reports , we were made aware of the 
needs that are met by the services of these two 
shops. In his financial report, Gabe Hofstra of 
the Kitchener shop said they were able to give 
$18,750.00 to M C C received from sales in 1978. 
Naomi Brubacher reported that the Elmira shop 
gave $8,700.00. 
"Wichita '78" A Finalist in 
American Film Festival 
"Wichita '78," the 12-minute film which docu-
ments the spirit and events of the Tenth Menno-
nite World Conference, has been selected as a 
finalist in the 21st Annual American Film Festi-
val to be held in New York later this spring. The 
Festival is the most prestigious American film 
festival for 16mm. fiims. 
Designed to capture the fellowship and cele-
bration of World Conference, "Wichita '78" is a 
well-done 12-minute color film," Gospel Herald 
noted. 
"Especially moving," the Mennonite Brethren 
Herald remarked, "are the scenes showing the 
six Russian delegates hugging their fellow believ-
ers from the West , and the closing communion 
service celebrated by such a large and colourful 
part of God ' s family." 
"Wichita '78" works well for discussions with 
church and fellowship groups. A script and 
study quest ions accompany it when it is either 
rented or purchased. 
Information about rental or purchase is availa-
ble from The People's Place, Intercourse, PA 
17534 (Phone: 717-768-7171), or in Canada from 
Dueck Film Productions, Ltd., 295 Wallace 
Ave., Winnipeg, Manitoba R2E OBI (Phone: 
204-338-4415). 
RETREAT 60 PLUS 
This fall, join other Brethren in 
Christ men and women 60 years of age 
and older, for a meaningful week of 
physical relaxation and spiritual en-
richment. 
The place is Camp Hebron, located 
about 15 miles north of Harrisburg, 
PA, amid 225 acres of lovely wood-
land. The camp features a modern 
retreat center with semi-private rooms, 
lounge, dining room, recreational facili-
ties and lake for fishing and boating. 
The date is 
September 24-28, 1979. 
The cost is $75.00 per person, with a 
$25.00 non-refundable deposit required 
with reservation form. This covers 4 
nights lodging, linens, meals and the 
use of all camp recreational facilities. 
Registration will be limited to the first 
40 who apply. 
For reservations and further infor-
mation, write to: 
Department of Social Services 
Messiah Village 




S i m o n Lehman was the speaker at the 
Montgomery congregation for Christ Crusad-
er's Day which was held on May 20. The Sunday 
school, including the teaching of the classes, 
was in charge of the youth that day. The Moth-
er's Day program for the Montgomery Church 
was highlighted by essays which were written by 
young people about their mothers. These essays 
were numbered and judged anonymously by 
judges with the prizes for the three best papers 
going to the mothers. *The annual Spring Hymn 
Sing of the Shermans Valley congregation was 
held on Saturday evening, May 19. The attend-
ance was large and the offering lifted was used 
for remodeling the parsonage kitchen. A new 
24-foot s t eep l e h a s b e e n e r e c t e d on the 
Roseg l en church building. This has been made 
possible by the estate of the late Lester J. Peck 
and his brother, Ray Peck, who is a resident of 
Daytona Beach, FL. A dedication service for the 
steeple as well as a note burning ceremony for 
their debt-free parsonage was a part of their 
winter activities. 
Atlantic 
The L a n c a s t e r congregat ion s p o n s o r e d a 
breakfast for the graduates at the Landis Valley 
Motor Inn on Sunday morning, June 3. *Clair 
H e s s , who formerly worshipped with the Man-
heim congregation in his youth and who is now a 
to page eleven 
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Religious News 
Action on Cults Urged 
By Congressional Staff Report 
A Congress iona l investigative report on 
the m u r d e r of U.S. Rep. Leo J. Ryan has 
recommended stepped-up research on cults, 
review of Internal Revenue Service rules 
on the t a x - e x e m p t s ta tus of churches , and 
the inclusion of the subject of cults on the 
agenda of a White House Conference on 
the Family. 
The repor t notes tha t J im Jones ' g roup . 
People ' s Temple , had t ax -exempt s ta tus as 
a "church . " It r ecommends periodic review 
of qual i fy ing s ta tus "in order to assure that 
originally stated purposes and objectives 
are still being fulfil led and that the nature 
and general activities of an organizat ion 
deemed to be a ' church ' under IRS guide-
lines have not changed over t ime." The 
repor t conc ludes tha t the People's Temple 
"may have been a bona fide church in its 
Ind iana and early Cal i fornia origins" but 
tha t "it progressively lost tha t character iza-
t ion in a lmos t every respect ." By 1972, 
accord ing to the repor t , it could be accu-
r a t e l y d e s c r i b e d as a " s o c i o p o l i t i c a l 
movemen t . " 
The f inal r e c o m m e n d a t i o n of the report 
is the inclusion of cults on the agenda of a 
White House Conference on the Family 
"with special reference to their mode of 
opera t ion , the style and tactics of their lead-
ers, and means and me thods by which par-
ents and their chi ldren can avoid becoming 
involved with such organiza t ions ." 
Moonies' Street Take in 1978 
Was $20 Million, Church Says 
Officials of the Rev. Sun Myung Moon ' s 
Unif icat ion Church have revealed f inan-
cial records indicat ing tha t the g roup col-
lected a lmos t $20 million in 1978 in street 
solicitations. 
The i n f o r m a t i o n was m a d e public to 
rebut charges by Allen Tate Wood, a 
f o r m e r leader of the Church who has 
defected and is now a "dep rog rammer . " 
In an interview with the New York Post 
and in t e s t imony in M a n h a t t a n Supreme 
C o u r t , where the Church is seeking tax 
exempt ions on its real-estate holdings, Mr. 
Ta te had alleged tha t the g r o u p makes as 
much as $219 million a year t h rough 
solicitations. 
Letters 
from page five 
t han jus t bodily non-par t ic ipa t ion in the 
a r m e d services. Our peace witness should 
no t be carr ied fo r t h by a few who get 
tagged as "peaceniks ," but should be a 
central par t of every member ' s experience. 
War has always been with us, but today the 
risks of war and the wide-ranging moral 
issues which are involved make it imperative 
tha t all Chris t ians declare positively and 
for thr ight ly tha t we will put ourselves 
squarely on the side of peace. 
Harriet S. Bicksler 
Harr isburg , PA 
Anti-Conversion Bill in India 
Draws 20,000 to Protest Rally 
More than 20,000 Christ ians marched 
on Par l iament in New Delhi, India, in 
silent protest against a proposed law that 
could be used to ban conversion f r o m one 
fai th to another . 
At a rally outside Parl iament House, 
Chris t ian leaders and politicians spoke 
against the bill, calling it undemocra t ic and 
secular. Introduced in the lower house of 
Par l iament last December by a member of 
the right-wing Hindu nationalist party, 
J a n a Sangh, a const i tuent of the governing 
J a n a t a Coali t ion, the bill seeks to prevent 
religious conversions by "inducement, force, 
deceit, or f raudulent means." 
Critics of the bill contend tha t the work-
ing of the measure could easily be misinter-
preted and misused to constrain legitimate 
religious activity. Leaders of India's 14 mil-
lion Christians are gravely concerned about 
a law they see as striking at the very heart 
of the propagat ion of the Christ ian faith. 
"Here's Life" Raises $60.4 
Million in Initial Fund Push 
"Reach ing the entire world with the 
Chris t ian gospel within this generat ion is a 
very possible goal, and it's a lot closer 
because of the commitment demonst ra ted 
in Dallas this weekend," Holiday Inns co-
f o u n d e r Wallace E. J o h n s o n said May 21. 
J o h n s o n , of Memphis , an active Baptist 
layman and the Internat ional Cha i rman of 
the worldwide evangelistic thrust known as 
Here's Life, spoke at a downtown press 
conference following a Fr iday- to-Sunday 
meeting that drew speakers and guests 
f r o m th roughou t Nor th America and four 
other continents . 
The campaign that Johnson heads, he 
explained, is the fund-rais ing a rm of an 
overall effort to help present the Christ ian 
gospei to every person on ear th by the end 
of 1980, with oppor tuni t ies for ongoing 
Christ ian t raining for those who invite 
Christ into their lives. Here's Life is a minis-
t r y of C a m p u s C r u s a d e f o r C h r i s t 
Internat ional . 
Johnson pointed out that "the financial 
par t of the campaign is simply a means to 
an end. But tha t ' s very impor t an t , too. For 
that reason, I am very happy to be able to 
announce that a total of $60.4 million has 
been pledged so far toward our f i rs t-phase 
goal of $ 100 mill ion." The overall needs of 
the Here's Life effor t , including " f ron t -
line" evangelistic activities ab road and sup-
port ing ministries in the U.S., are pro-
jected at slightly more than $ 1 billion over 
a 5-year period. 
Host for the intensive 2-day conference 
was Dallas oi lman Bunker Hunt. Joining 
Hunt on the commit tee of invitation were 
fo rmer Texas Gov. J o h n D. Connal ly; 
National Footbal l League quar te rbacks 
Roger S taubach , of the Dallas Cowboys , 
and Terry Bradshaw of the Pit tsburgh 
Steelers; Robert Nerring, cha i rman of the 
board of Houston Natural Gas Co.; Eddy 
Scurlock, of Scurlock Oil Co.; and Donald 
Y. Seibert, Cha i rman of the board of J. C. 
Penney Co. Also serving on the commit tee 
were J o h n s o n himself and well-known film 
star Roy Rogers, the Here's Life Interna-
tional Vice Cha i rman . 
People 
After 25 years as denomina t iona l pub-
lisher of the Free Methodis t Church of 
Nor th America , Dr. Lloyd H. Knox retires 
at the end of May. Layman Donald E. 
Chilcote will succeed him. 
Nicaragua Update 
T h e p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n in N i c a r a g u a 
h a s a g a i n t a k e n a v i o l e n t t u r n w i t h 
S a n t i n i s t a f o r c e s s e e k i n g t o o v e r t h r o w 
t h e S o m o z a n g o v e r n m e n t . T h e v io -
l e n c e h a s a f f e c t e d t h e a r e a w h e r e 
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t c h u r c h e s a n d m e m -
b e r s a r e l o c a t e d . 
A s c h e d u l e d visit of H e n r y a n d M a r -
t h a G i n d e r , J u n e 2-13 , w a s c a n c e l l e d 
o n M a y 30 u p o n t h e c o u n s e l of C h u c k 
M u s s e r . T h i s w a s d u e t o t h e u n s e t t l e d 
s i t u a t i o n in w h i c h v i o l e n c e c o n t i n u e d 
t o e s c a l a t e in t h e M a n a g u a a r e a . F o l -
l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n of th i s e s c a l a t i o n , 
r e c e i v e d o n J u n e 10, c o n t a c t w i t h t h e 
M u s s e r s w a s los t f o r s e v e r a l d a y s in 
s p i t e of r e p e a t e d e f f o r t s t o r e a c h t h e m . 
L a t e in t h e a f t e r n o o n of J u n e 14 
C h u c k M u s s e r m a d e c o n t a c t w i t h t h e 
S t evensv i l l e , O n t a r i o , M i s s i o n s o f f i c e . 
T h e y h a d j u s t a r r i v e d in t h e M e n n o -
n i t e H o u s e o n M a n a g u a ' s f a r - w e s t e r n 
s ide . C h u c k , C a r a , C h a r i t y , a n d C h r i s -
t i a n h a d w a l k e d f r o m t h e i r Bel lo H o r i -
z o n t e h o u s e ( M a n a g u a ' s e a s t s i d e - a i r -
p o r t s ide) c a r r y i n g : o n e c h a n g e of 
c l o t h e s , C a r a ' s p u r s e , C h u c k ' s b r i e f -
c a s e , b a g of f o o d , b o t t l e of w a t e r . A 
r e s p e c t f u l S a n d i n i s t a w e n t w i t h t h e m 
a c r o s s t h e b a t t l e z o n e t o t h e S o m o z a -
c o n t r o l l e d s e c t i o n , w h e r e t h e y h i t c h e d 
a r i d e t o t h e s o u t h w e s t s ide . T h e y lef t 
b e h i n d t w o f a m i l i e s in t h e i r h o u s e , 
w h o f o r s e v e r a l d a y s h a d s p e n t m u c h 
t i m e u n d e r b e d s a n d m a t t r e s s e s , w i t h 
n o e l ec t r i c i t y o r r u n n i n g w a t e r . C a r a 
s a i d , " I h o p e t h e p e o p l e w o n ' t s t o p 
p r a y i n g n o w ! Al l of o u r p e o p l e h a d t o 
s t ay b e h i n d . " 
T h e M u s s e r s w e r e a b l e t o f i n d a i r -
p a s s a g e f r o m N i c a r a g u a o n F r i d a y b y 
w a y of P a n a m a a r r i v i n g in t h e M e c h a -
n i c s b u r g , P e n n s y l v a n i a , a r e a S a t u r d a y 
e v e n i n g , J u n e 16. T h e y will r e m a i n in 
t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s un t i l t h e s i t u a t i o n 
s t ab i l i zes in N i c a r a g u a . 
T h e c h u r c h is ca l l ed t o c o n t i n u e in 
p r a y e r f o r t h e m e m b e r s in N i c a r a g u a 
w h o a r e g r e a t l y a f f e c t e d b y t h e v io -
lence a n d t h e c h a o s w h i c h t h e s i t u a t i o n 
b r i ngs . [6 -18-79] 
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The group at the groundbreaking (note the concrete blocks in 
the foreground). 
The children singing "Let us build the house of the Lord. 
Lusaka Groundbreaking 
Esther Spurrier 
Photos by John Spurrier 
The concrete blocks lay in neat rows 
on the ground. The people clustered in 
the center of an open lot, drawing the 
attention of neighbors outside their 
s u r r o u n d i n g houses . The chi ldren 
stood in the middle singing a motion 
song, "Tuyake n janda" (Let us build 
the house of the Lord! Fathers, mothers, 
boys, girls, please help us!). The sun 
caught expressions of joyful anticipation 
(and r e f l ec t ed b r igh t ly off Chet 
Sollenberger's white hair). The breeze 
c a r r i e d e x p e c t a n t m u r m u r s . The 
members of the Lusaka Brethren in 
Christ congregation were participat-
ing in the groundbreaking service for 
their new church building. 
The date was January 14, 1979, 
The writer is recently returned from Zambia 
where she and her husband John were asso-
ciated with the Macha Hospital. 
nearly four years after the group had 
begun meeting, first in homes and 
later, when growing numbers indicated 
a need, in the rooms of Mkanderere 
School where one of the group was 
teaching. As is the trend in other devel-
oping countries people educated in mis-
sion schools in rural areas have gravi-
tated to the cities for further education, 
for training, for employment. Pete and 
Mim Stern encountered many such 
persons during their first few months 
in Lusaka who were hungry for a 
Brethren in Christ fellowship. Thus, 
the Lusaka congregation was born. 
Now we were sharing in a new "kilome-
terstone" in the life of that body. 
Members of the church board, led 
by Coca Cola execut ive S tephen 
Mwaanga, along with representatives 
of the youth and women's groups of 
the church took turns speaking to the 
assembly and turning a spadeful of 
ground. Each of the women participat-
ing was accompanied in her ceremon-
ial duty by her youngest child—a 
touching reminder to me of the impor-
tance of biological growth in our churches. 
Sinda Ngulube, a leader among the 
young people, told how the youth were 
coming to the church site evenings 
after work or after school and on Satur-
days to make the concrete blocks to be 
used in the building. He encouraged 
his elders to make time to help as well. 
(Left) Stephen Mwaanga chairman of 
the church board, addressing the group. 
(Right) Stephen Mwaanga (left) translat-
ing for Mr. Mgulube, the congregation's 
treasurer. 
Mr. Ngulube, Sinda's father and the 
church treasurer, drawing on his years 
of experience as an accountant for a 
building firm, stressed that the giving 
of time and energy to the project were 
not enough; it takes money to put up a 
church building. He exhorted his brothers 
and sisters to continue to give gener-
ously to the building fund and to pray 
for him as they entrusted this money to 
his care. 
As the service progressed, neighbors 
began wandering over to the site to see 
what was going on, indicating to me 
the potential for outreach into this 
area of Lusaka. I felt privileged to 
attend this service, encouraged by the 
faithfulness of these brothers and sis-
ters, and challenged to be aware of 
God's direction for me in carrying out 
his work in the world. 
Keys to Evangelism 
Richard A. Showalter 
W h a t m a k e s a c o n g r e g a t i o n 
evangelistic? 
Is it premillennialism? Is it Arminian-
ism? (Or Calvinism?) Is it a pastor who 
preaches missions? Is it a seminar in 
Coral Ridge's Evangelism Explosion? 
Is it understanding church growth? Is 
it a bus ministry? Is it friendship evan-
gelism? Is it throwing out all standards 
and accepting anyone who wants to be 
a member? Is it focusing on closeknit 
"body life" and making the churvn 
attractive to people who need love and 
encouragement? Is it being conserva-
tive in theology? Is it appointing "greet-
ers" to make visitors feel welcome? Is it 
a strong pulpit ministry? Is it being 
"charismatic"? Is it being culturally 
acceptable? 
W h a t m a k e s a c o n g r e g a t i o n 
evangelistic? 
The answers are legion. Seminars, 
workshops, and institutes abound. 
Missions, evangel ism and church 
growth are subjects of conversations 
across the church. One well-known 
preacher (Robert Schuller) believes we 
are entering the "age of church growth." 
Evangelical historian Richard Quebe-
deaux points out (Wittenberg Door, 
1968) that even liberal churches are 
getting interested in "the four spiritual 
laws," because they want to become 
evangelis t ic . The Church Growth 
Movement associated with the name 
of Donald McGavran is no longer the 
concern of foreign missionaries alone, 
but has become a home church enter-
prise as well. 
Beneath the flurry of discussion and 
the popularity of the subject, Christ 
continues to build his church. But 
through whom is he doing it? Espe-
cially, through whom is he doing it 
The writer is presently on the teaching staff at 
Rosedale Bible Institute and has conducted 
Evangelism Seminars for Rosedale Mennonite 
Missions. 
right here in North America? What is 
the vision motivating those congrega-
tions to whom he is entrusting new 
Christians? 
1. Evangelistic congregations share the 
vision God has for people. 
From the beginning of the Bible to 
the end, we meet a God who is a search-
ing father. Not a cold, unmerciful 
judge—but a lover of men, one who "is 
not willing that any should perish." 
Not a distant observer, but one who 
actively seeks out the lost—even at the 
cost of sending his Son. 
It is impossible to be indwelt by the 
Holy Spirit without beginning to sense 
the heartbeat of God for a lost and 
alienated creation. Evangelistic congre-
gations do not feel it foreign when a 
brother or sister weeps with concern 
for an unsaved friend. Neither do they 
think it odd when members regularly 
sacrifice time and money to become 
acquainted with neighbors who do not 
know Christ. 
Indeed, they expect it. God's vision 
is becoming theirs. 
2. Evangelistic congregations have 
a vision for intercessory prayer. 
True evangelism flows from lives 
which are deeply oriented to God, lives 
which depend on him. Dependence on 
God is learned and maintained by 
spending hours in his presence. In evan-
gelism it is expressed by going to him 
with requests for the salvation of our 
friends and neighbors. 
When asked about the secret of 
rapid growth through conversions to 
Christ in his congregation and com-
muni ty , one Pennsylvania pas tor 
pointed to a Saturday evening prayer 
circle. "We get together to pray, not 
for Bible discussions and coffee. God 
is answering!" 
3. Evangelistic congregations have 
a vision for receptive people. 
Sometimes Christians think of the 
world "out there" as self-sufficient, 
strong, independent. "Most people 
sense no need of God. It takes an artful 
arm-twister to 'win a soul' for Christ. 
We must go through lengthy training 
to prepare us to meet the intellectual 
and moral objections which will be 
posed against Christianity." 
It's not true. Of course, not everyone 
is now ready to come to Christ, but our 
neighborhoods are filled with hurting, 
hungry, lonely people, receptive people. 
The harvest is God's, not ours, and 
he has been drawing our neighbors to 
himself all their lifetimes through every 
available channel. We, too, can be 
channels of his grace for receptive peo-
ple. Let's find them. 
4. Evangelistic congregations have 
a vision forfamilies and culture groups. 
People become Christ ians most 
readily when they are introduced to 
Christ by people they know and love. 
Perhaps we fight most with people 
who are closest to us, but we are also 
most influenced by them. When a 
father becomes a Christian, the chan-
ces are high that he can bring his fam-
ily along. When a trusted community 
leader becomes a Christian, his influ-
ence may immediately touch many 
families who have always known him. 
Thus, the most effective evangelists 
in a growing congregation are often 
those who have most recently met 
Christ. Their circles of friendship and 
kinship will immediately be opened to 
the gospel. Some will decide for it, oth-
ers against it; it will be harder for any 
to remain "neutral." 
The faith of young Christians is 
strengthened when families come to 
Christ together, or when many friends 
and relatives from a similar background 
make a common commitment. 
to page fourteen 
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Does MCC still feed the hungry? Some people wonder 
about the answer to that question. They remember how 
well Mennonite Central Committee fed the victims of war 
and revolution in Russia in 1920 and those in Europe after 
World War II through the response from Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ churches. 
During the five-year period from 1946 through 1950 
MCC sent 30 million pounds of food to Europe. What is 
MCC doing now? In the past five years 23 million pounds 
of food went to 20 countries overseas. 
This figure, however, does not adequately represent the 
total amount of food generated by MCC, for it now has 
over 104 agricultural development workers around the 
world. 
The world picture is quite different now than it was in 
Europe after the war. Europeans' need for food was tem-
porary. They soon produced for themselves and began 
giving to others. 
As MCC focused on other parts of the world it saw the 
suffering to be different. John Hostetler, MCC Material 
Aid director, states, "We find people who are born hungry, 
live hungry, and die hungry." 
The immediate response to help hungry people has been 
to feed them directly. Take, for example, Ethiopia where a 
series of man-made and natural disasters including war, 
drought, a barley fungus and locust invasion caused crop 
damage. MCC responded with 2,476,866 pounds of food 
out of the 5,595,280 pounds given in 1978. 
Over 22 million people suffered from flooding in India 
last year. In addition to sending milk powder and wheat, 
MCC used funds to buy food in India. Many other organi-
zations responded to that situation also. 
But MCC feels that relief is not the only answer to 
people's food needs. People may go hungry simply because 
they do not know how to grow enough food. They may 
lack a simple tool, good seeds, proper fertilizer, insecti-
cides or an irrigation system. People often are deprived of 
access to land because of unjust land distribution. 
Mennonites and Brethren in Christ, many with a rural 
background, are uniquely equipped to increase people's 
knowledge of food production. Botswana serves as a good 
example. MCC workers taught courses for farmers rang-
ing from women with simple tools to men with row plant-
ing equipment. 
In Koyom, Chad, farmers harvested the first two success-
ful crops with irrigation during 1978 under the guidance of 
MCCers. The traditional rice fields experienced a total 
failure during the whole period. 
In Laos MCC completed a project last year of supplying 
a research station with seeds, agricultural equipment, and 
a cool seed storage room. The center is now developing and 
distributing vegetable seeds suitable for Laos's climate and 
soil and providing fertilizer and extension agents. 
Willard Unruh of North Newton, Kan., a worker in 
Nepal, developed a foot-powered water pump which peo-
ple call the "Willard Pump" to run water into fields. He is 
also working on a rice hulling machine that can be used in 
the home and field tools to be run by man-power rather 
than tractor-power. 
Continuing a highly successful project in the West Bank, 
MCC helped 113 farmers install drip irrigation systems 
serving about 165 acres of land primarily in the fertile but 
arid Jordan valley. Yield and income data from four partic-
ipants in this project that began in 1977 indicate increases 
in yield per acre for tomatoes averaging 482 per cent over 
coventional furrow irrigation. Net income per acre (with 
inflation factored out) went up 349 per cent. Farmer 
response was enthusiastic which helped MCC increase 
acreage from 96 to 165 acres with the same budget. 
In Saidpur, Bangladesh, MCC workers promote kitchen 
gardens to provide nutritious vegetables for a balanced 
diet and research the area for various winter crops. A 
worker built a sundryer to dry vegetables for better diets. 
Workers prepared and tested various sorghum recipes to 
determine sorghum products' acceptance. 
MCC also does work in nutrition to help people better 
utilize the food they do have. Bolivian MCCers do nutri-
tion education in village schools, in women's clubs and 
with families. In Lesotho a worker serving as a village 
health coordinator conducted a nutrition survey to show 
how village health programs affect the local population's 
food habits. 
Through food distribution, agricultural development, 
food processing, marketing and nutrition education, MCC 
is attempting to work at people's food needs. 
The answer to our original question is: MCC still feeds 
the hungry and also helps the hungry to feed themselves. 
— MCC Release 
10 Evangelical Visitor 
Church News 
from page six 
musician with the Radio Bible Class, Grand Rap-
ids, MI., was the guest soloist at the Manheim 
Church on May 27. *Bob and Carolyn Mann, 
recently returned from missionary assignment 
in Rhodesia, were guests of the Maytown con-
gregation on Sunday morning, June 10. 
The Refton congregation planned a tour for 
members of the congregation recently received 
into fellowship on June 9 at which time they 
would visit denominational institutions in the 
area including Messiah Children's Home at 
Mount Joy, the Miss ions Off ice in Elizabeth-
town, Mess iah Village near Mechanicsburg, 
and the denominational archives at Messiah 
College. «The Atlantic Conference Board of 
Directors has approved a request of the Clear-
water congregation to purchase 5 acres of land 
in the Clearwater area for planting and building 
of a new church. 
Canadian 
The Massey Place congregation is sponsor-
ing "Backyard Blessings" which are evening 
gatherings for the ladies of the congregation 
held one evening a month and meeting, as the 
title suggest, in one of the member 's backyards. 
•A groundbreading service was held by the 
Sherks ton congregation on Sunday, May 20 
during the morning worship hour. The ground-
breaking was for a new 3-level building. 
Central 
The ladies of the Ashland Brethren in Christ 
Church presented at their Mother-Daughter 
Brunch a friendship quilt to Ardis Alderfer. 
Mrs. Alderfer and her husband, Owen, are 
active in the program of the Ashland congrega-
tion. The quilt contains blocks which were 
embroidered or appliqued by each woman of 
the church. Some squares represented Mrs. 
Alderfer's service to the church and her life as a 
kindergarten teacher in the local school system. 
Featured in the photograph is a view of the quilt 
with Lona Climenhaga on the left, the center is 
Mrs. Alderfer with Pat Dohner on the right. 
The Marlin Zook family brought a mission-
ary emphasis to the Bethel Community Church 
(Cassopolis, MI.) on Sunday evening, June 3. 
•John Arthur Brubaker was guest speaker at 
the Nappanee Church on Sunday, June 3, in 
the absence of the pastor, Marlin Zook, who 
with his family was engaged in missionary depu-
Pacific 
The Junior High, High School, and College-
Age group of the Chino Brethren in Christ 
Church presented the Passion account in pa-
geant form outside the church on Easter Sun-
day morning. The crucifixion was dramatized by 
three young men as pictured in the accompany-
ing photo (David Bushnell, left; Don Holland, 
right; and John Armstrong, center). The pres-
entation created considerable interest with 
requests for its being repeated next year. "The 
director of the Life Line Mission in San Fran-
cisco, Paul Hill, reports that there will be 
approximately 55 young people scheduled to be 
with the mission during the summer months. 
These young people come from Oregon, Califor-
nia, New York, Ohio and Pennsylvania. May 6 
was Rally Day at the Life Line Chapel with 
artist John Bagley as the guest presenting illus-
trated talks and music. 
tation in Michigan at the Mooretown congrega-
tion in the morning and at the Cassopolis, 
Bethel Church, in the evening. Meredyth Hock 
and children were present for missionary 
emphasis at the Nappanee Church on Sunday 
evening. Elwyn had already returned to Rhode-
sia and was unable to be present. 
Midwest 
The Berean Academy Choir, near Newton, 
KS., shared in a weekend of activities with the 
Abilene congregation on April 7 and 8. The 
Saturday evening service was a youth rally with 
the Sunday morning service being in charge of 
the Academy Choir. *Carl Lewis pastor of the 
Carland-Zion congregation was guest speaker 
at his home congregation the Mountain View 
Church, in Colorado Springs on Sunday 
morning, May 6. *The Dallas Center congrega-
tion joined the Oak Park congregation for an 
evening of celebration on Sunday, April 29. The 
program for the evening was supplied by the 
musical group, entitled The Commissions, which 
is a local group from the Des Moines area. »A 
farewell dinner was held by the Zion congrega-
tion for their pastoral family, the Paul Hesses , 
who will be taking the pastorate of the Western 
Hills congregation in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Births 
Anger: Brandon William, born February 
21, to Mr. and Mrs. Grant Anger, Wainfleet 
congregation, Ont. 
Charles: Shauna Leah, born February 18, 
to Keith and Lauren Charles, Pequea congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Grim: Stephen Michael, born April 15, to 
Thomas and Joanna (Spyker) Grim, Pleasant 
View congregation, Pa. 
Hemmingsen: Christine Marie, born Feb-
ruary 1, to Mr. and Mrs. Mogens Hemmingsen, 
Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Keeport: Janay Elizabeth, born January 24 
to Robert and Linda Keeport, Pequea congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Mark: Sally Lynn, born May 17, to Ken and 
Beth Mark, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Myer: Joel Nathan, born May 6, to Nelson 
and Janice Myer, Pequea congregation, Pa. 
Young: Kevin Lee, born May 3, to Lee and 
Nancy Young, Chambersburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Weddings 
Barton-Harding: Brenda Lee, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Harding, Hopewell, Pa., and 
Larry Joe Barton, Ohio, May 12, in the home of 
the bride with Rev. Earl Lehman officiating. 
Kilts-Johnston: Cindy, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Glen Johnston, Port Colborne, Ont., 
and Wayne, son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald Kilts, 
Wainfleet, Ont., April 20, 1979. 
Pedregon-Stump: Heather Renee, daugh-
ter of Ray and Joe Stump, Upland, Ca., and 
Gary, son of Mr. and Mrs. Budillo Pedregon, 
Ontario, Ca., June 2, in the Upland Brethren in 
Chris t C h u r c h with Rev. Rober t Hempy 
officiating. 
Sherk-Winger: Karen Elaine, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Winger, Wainfleet, 
Ont., and Robert Lenard, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Austin Sherk, Port Colborne, Ont., May 12, in 
the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Ronald Lofthouse officiating. 
Obituaries 
Channel: Mrs. Jeannie L. Channel, born 
Dec. 21, 1897 in Wayne Co., died March 26, 
1979, in Ottumwa, la. She was the daughter of 
Franklin and Clara Stuart Lane. On Aug. 20, 
1930 she was married to Waldo Jackson 
Channel who preceded her in death Dec. 17, 
1978. She is survived by a son, Rev. Norman; a 
daughter, Anna Jane; a brother; a sister; and 
two grandchildren. The funeral service was 
conducted in the Ottumwa Free Methodist 
Churh by Rev. Norman Channel, Rev. John 
Harrell, and Rev. Millard Haldeman. Memorials 
were given to the Dallas Center Brethren in 
Christ and Ottumwa Free Methodist Churches. 
Villocino: William C. Villocino, Upland, Ca., 
born June 18, 1902, died April 8, 1979. He was 
married to Agnes Wingerd who preceded him in 
death three years ago. He is survived by two 
sons: Winston and Arnold. The funeral service 
was conducted in the Upland Brethren in Christ 
Church by Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder and Rev. 
John Kreider. Interment was in the Bellevue 
Mausoleum. 
Williams: Roy Williams died March 4,1979 at 
the age of 92. He is survived by two daughters: 
Ruth Branch and Evangeline Inglis; two sons: 
George and Marvin; two sisters; a brother; 11 
grandchildren; and 14 great-grandchildren. He 
was the oldest member of the Labish Brethren 
in Christ Church. The funeral service was 
conducted by Rev. Allen Inglis and Rev. Art 
Cooper. 
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Whether we like it or not, our chil-
dren learn from us their place and worth 
in the world. The messages we send 
our children by word and example 
form the basis of their self-esteem. It is, 
therefore, of utmost importance that 
we be aware of what we communicate to 
our children so that we can control the 
information we give to them. 
A large percentage of a young moth-
er's communication with her child con-
cerns the child's appearance—"pull 
your pants up," "let me tie your shoe," 
"how can you be my child —you are so 
dirty!" Even her non-verbal communi-
cation with the child carries this mes-
sage—she frequently smoothes her hair, 
brushes off her clothing, wipes dirt 
from her face. The child is being given 
the constant message that she is not 
OK—certainly no basis for a healthy 
self-esteem. 
A young family recently moved into 
a new home. They also have a new van 
and expensive hobbies. To sustain this 
lifestyle, of course, two incomes are 
required. So the mother works, leav-
ing her young child with a sitter. The 
child cries for his mother, but the mes-
sage is clear—the child's need for moth-
er-care is second to the parents' desire 
for material goods and pleasures. The 
child is learning early that his needs are 
not very important. Again, a poor 
foundation for a healthy self-esteem. 
A father works hard all day and 
comes home wanting only to sit in a 
chair and relax. His daughter wants to 
play. Weekends, when he could have 
more time to spend with her, he goes 
fishing or watches sports on TV. This 
child is learning that other interests 
concern her fa ther more than she 
does—she's not a very important part 
of his life. Again, a poor foundation 
for a healthy self-esteem. 
Another mother made the choice 
between staying with her children or 
working to put a new kitchen in her old 
house. She stays home with her young 
children and old kitchen knowing that 
the kitchen can be modernized any-
time. The children will be young only a 
brief time and the energy spent with 
them will be a priceless investment. 
Her children know that they are impor-
tant people. 
Another father is kept away from 
home for several days a week by his 
The WORTH 
of a Child 
Amy Yeatts 
Something we do or say may 
appear simple and clear-cut to 
us, but to the child, a whole 
depth of meaning is communi-
cated. 
job. His young children miss him. In 
order to be with his family, he gives his 
children his whole weekend. No TV 
sports, no hobbies. The children are 
young now. In five or ten years there 
will be time for sports and hobbies. 
Now is the time to be with his family 
His children know they are important 
people. 
These examples illustrate that our 
actions convey much more meaning to 
our children than appears on the sur-
face. Something we do or say may ap-
pear simple and clear-cut to us, but 
to the child, a whole depth of meaning 
is communicated. So as we interact with 
our children, we must be aware of 
what we say. Of what messages we 
send. We must listen to ourselves with 
a critical ear. We must analyze our 
actions. We must know our children's 
needs. 
To help in this formidable task we 
need to use all the resources available 
to us. Our spouse can be an excellent 
source of helpful criticism. We can ask 
the other parent in our home to evalu-
ate our interaction with our children. 
We then need to discuss the evaluation 
and agree on any changes to be made. 
We should learn a bit about child 
development. We must know the needs 
of our children. What are reasonable 
expectations for us to have of our chil-
dren? We will be frustrated and our 
child will feel self-doubt when he fails 
to meet unrealistic parental demands. 
So we need to know where our chil-
dren are developmentally. 
We must analyze our values. Do we 
really need a new car, kitchen, vaca-
tion, more than we need to spend time 
with our young children? Do we want 
to spend time on hobbies, clubs, TV or 
with our developing families? Do our 
children have priority in our lives, or 
are they coming in a poor third or 
fourth? 
When we listen to ourselves criti-
cally, know where our child is develop-
mentally, and analyze our values, we 
will be able to better control the mes-
sages we send to our children and thus, 
to establish for them a place of worth 
in our world. 
Amy Yeattsisa wife and mother of two young 
children. Amy and her husband John are active 
in the Nappanee Brethren in Christ congregation. 
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Packing bags of fruit to be delivered with 
Christmas cards. 
port meeting is held weekly in the 
home of the group's advisors. Neigh-
borhood Bible studies is the current 
text being examined. Singing, personal 
sharing, and wholesome Christian fel-
lowship are discovered in the context 
of this small group. Prayer requests 
are received throughout the week and 
shared at the close of each session. 
Responsibility for teaching is distrib-
uted on a rotating basis. 
The organizational structure of the 
group consists of officers, advisors, 
and function coordinators. Small com-
mittees are utilized for specific events. 
Activities are scheduled on a monthly 
and weekly basis. Appointed officers 
include a president, secretary, treas-
urer, and activities chairperson. 
Chr i s t i an Singles fea tures two 
important monthly functions which 
provide the basis for its social minis-
try. A general meeting is held on the 
second Tuesday and repr'esents an 
opportunity for presentation of noted 
speakers or performing groups. A plan-
ning meeting is scheduled usually on 
the third Monday at which a newslet-
ter is prepared and mailed to each member. 
Everyone is invited to attend and par-
ticipate in designing the schedule. 
Whether the day calls for a picnic at 
the park or an afternoon of roller skat-
ing, every event has three essential ele-
ments. First, someone is assigned to 
organize and coordinate each func-Sledding at a Lancaster park. 
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tion. Second, each activity begins with 
prayer. It is one way of affirming that 
God is the Controller of life. Third, 
every activity ends with fellowship. It 
guarantees that each person is given 
the chance to interact and share with 
one another. 
In conclusion, where there is no 
vision, people perish. Light rejected 
brings darkness. Christian Singles is a 
multifaceted ministry. It reaches inward 
toward the church. It stretches out-
ward into the community. It presses 
onward toward the high calling of God 
which is in Christ Jesus. Light received 
brings more light. Where God's Vision 
sees, the people live. 
Glenn Compton has been associated with 
Christian Singles in the Lancaster area for more 
than a year. I have been richly blessed by their 
creative ministry and faithful support." he says 
of his involvement with the group. On the job, 
Gtenr. teaches special education with the Lancas-
ter- Lebanon Intermediate Unit I J. 




Christian Singles of Lancaster County 
is a special group of persons commit-
ted to the Word of God and his will for 
their lives. It is their common belief 
that God's will involves people and 
that he commissions people to respond 
to him in their daily walk and witness. 
Activities are designed to meet the spir-
itual and social needs of the individual. 
Christian Singles by its very nature 
is special. The group includes persons 
who have never been married as well as 
those who have been widowed or 
divorced. Its population ranges from 
young adult to senior citizen. The phi-
losophy of the group is firmly rooted 
in the teachings of the Bible. 
As "doers" of the Word, Christian 
Singles assumes the responsibility of 
"hearing one another's burdens so as 
to fulfill the law of Christ." The group 
maintains that the "call of salvation" is 
the real key to living a successful Chris-
tian life. The call of salvation requires 
a personal relationship with God through 
Jesus Christ. The right relationship 
enables a person to demonstrate the 
proper attitude. 
Christ ian Singles advocates that 
although a person is living alone, he is 
not without someone or something to 
relate to. A Bible study/prayer sup-
My thirteen-month old son has recent-
ly discovered that those interesting 
knobs on the radio also produce vary-
ing tones and volume. One morning 
recently, his experimentation tuned us 
in to a shocking piece of news. Two 
teen-agers had hired someone to kill 
their father. What startled me almost 
as much, though, was the off-hand 
manner in which the broadcaster 
reported the incident. 
Later the same day I was again listen-
ing to the radio, this time to hear that a 
movie called the Warriors was to be 
banned because teenagers in a city sub-
way had re-enacted the violence from 
the movie. 
These two jolts to my consciousness 
coincided with a growing awareness 
that our own local newspaper has 
increasingly been resorting to sensa-
tional front page articles, specifically 
relating violent acts that have occurred 
both close to home and far away. 
As I pondered what I was being fed 
by the media, and how certain teens 
had reacted to a movie that they had 
seen, I became aware of the very real 
impact that the media has. Those 
things that we read, listen to, and 
watch, inevitably have an immense 
impact on the formation of our values. 
Be it news reports or movies, fact or 
fiction, ideas are implanted in the 
minds of the young, the impressiona-
ble, the unstable, and even those who 
consider themselves to be stalwart 
citizens. 
It is true that we may chose not to 
read the local newspaper, not to go to 
the theatre, not to listen to the radio, 
or not to watch television. It is also 
true that there are many excellent 
Christian journals to which we may 
subscribe. However, there are impor-
tant things happening daily in our 
world, and in our communities, which, 
if we are to live in modern society, we 
should be aware of. Moreover, even 
children in the elementary schools are 
being encouraged to acquaint them-
selves with world and local news. 
Frankly, I doubt if it would be possible 
or even wise to cut ourselves off from 
media exposure. 
Given that contact with secular jour-
nalism is inevitable, I ask myself how 
we as Christ ians might also take 
responsibilty for our minds being fed. 
Possibly our Christian publications 
could do more in thearea of keeping us 
up to date on world affairs. To go one 
step further, could not we as Chris-
tians take our responsibility seriously 
by letting the local media know what 
we find harmful and why? 
Perhaps if we do our part, those 
sound waves that are so fascinating for 
my thirteen-month old, will impart 
positive values rather than negative 
ones by the time he can comprehend 
their meaning. 
- i nden t Mis s i ° n b December 
12th l" t e r contention 
O b e y J Christ 
Keys to Evangelism 
from page nine 
5. Evangelistic congregations have 
a vision for learning and teaching. 
The missing link in evangelism is 
often the presence of a person who 
regularly, systematically, prayerfully 
does reach out to neighbors. Any con-
gregation which has even a handful of 
such members is ready to grow. 
Furthermore, the best way (humanly 
speaking) to learn to be an evangelist is 
to observe, and participate with, some-
one else who is reaching out to others. 
Jesus first preached the gospel of the 
Kingdom in the presence of his disci-
ples, then he commissioned them to do 
the same. 
A pastor with a vision for missions 
and evangelism may not experience 
much congregational growth, but a 
pastor who does what he talks about 
(and takes other learners along) will 
begin to inspire confidence and growth. 
"But what if no one in our congrega-
tion is such an evangelist?" Then find a 
congregation where it is happening, 
and become a learner there. Ask God 
to lead you to a doer. He has not left us 
without evangelists in the twentieth 
century. 
6. Evangelistic congregations have 
a strong and definite faith in Jesus. 
A gospel of good works is not good 
news. It is all too easy for Christians to 
give neighbors the impression that 
Christianity is a matter of tithing, smil-
ing, and keeping the Ten Commandments. 
But if we are a company of redeemed 
sinners, and know it, the good news of 
salvation by grace through faith, "the 
gift of God," will continue to ring true 
to people who are tired of bootstrap 
living. 
7. Evangelistic congregations have 
a vision for meeting people where they 
are. 
Most of us were first introduced to 
Jesus at home, at school, or on the 
job—not by going to some strange 
church. 
Most other people will be, too! 
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Editorial 
The Spider and the Web 
The meeting had adjourned for lunch and our host was 
leading a group of us to the dining area. The way led down 
a short stairway. 
As our host reached the bottom of the stairs he paused to 
disentangle himself from some cobwebs which had formed 
across the landing. He indicated some embarrassment as 
he remarked that he had just cleaned out the cobwebs from 
the landing that morning. 
1 could not resist observing that the way to get rid of 
cobwebs is to get rid of the spider. 
And herein lies a spiritual truth. The Bible is quite clear 
that the outward evidences of sin, such as disobedience 
towards God and strife between men, is the result of the 
sinful nature within. As in the corners and hallways of our 
buildings, so in our spiritual lives we need to go beyond just 
brushing away the cobwebs if we are to deal adequately 
and biblically with spiritual issues. 
The teachings of Jesus as recorded in the Gospels and 
the writing of the Apostles as found in the Epistles identify 
self-centeredness and rebelliousness as the characteristic 
mark of man's sinfulness and the source of man's disobedience. 
Jesus spoke of the "double-minded" person. He stated 
the need to lose one's life if he is to find it and issued the call 
to forsake all if one is to follow Christ. These terms strike at 
the self-centeredness and self-interest which is so character-
istic of our nature and which accounts for so much of our 
personal and societal ills. 
To the disciples, who were seeking position within the 
kingdom, Christ gave the example of the towel and the 
basin. He pointed out that in the kingdom servanthood 
was the mark of greatness. 
Paul identified party spirit and strife as marks of imma-
turity (babes) and a lack of spirituality (carnality). (I Corin-
thians 3:1-4). In Romans (chapter 6) he writes of the "old 
self ' being crucified . . . "[that] we might no longer be 
enslaved to sin." 
James relates the involuntary issue of the tongue as 
having its source in the inner man. He identifies wars and 
coveteousness and unanswered prayers with our selfish-
ness. (James 3 and 4). 
These few references illustrate the biblical teaching that 
man's fallenness results in self-centeredness which is 
expressed in rebellion against God and at odds with his 
fellowman. 
It is surely no secret that ours is a sensate culture. It is 
obsessed with self as well as sex; it is pleasure and happi-
ness oriented. It is materialistic in its values. The titles of 
the books on the list of "best-sellers" and of the magazines 
on the news stands; the advertisements on all the media; 
the subjects of the movies and the hit tunes; and the 
"heroes" of our young reflect the state of our culture. 
The disturbing fact is that the Christian church the 
evangelical wing of the Christian church -has failed to see 
the basic problem of our cultural decadence and dealing 
with symptoms rather than causes has failed to bring to 
bear upon the problem the radical resources of the gospel. 
The self-centeredness, happiness-oriented, success-ob-
sessed pattern of our culture has been "sanctified" by the 
church rather than judged by the gospel. It is assumed that 
man has a right to happiness and the Christian faith is the 
best means to such happiness. Self-fulfillment and self-
realization become life goals, titles of books, topics of 
sermons, and themes of church study conferences. Our 
self-centeredness is not brought under the judgment of 
Christ it becomes the vehicle of the gospel. 
In the interest of relevance and communication, the 
gospel is glamourized and the format Hollywoodized until 
it is difficult to identify the contents from the packaging. 
Joe Bayly in his column in the recent issue of Eternity 
shared his concern about the opulent life-style of those 
who lead evangelical organizations which are supported by 
the gifts of trusting Christians. A certain piety is present 
but selfishness has been "sanctified." 
I confess that when I attend a church-wide (read 
Brethren in Christ-wide) meeting and meet an old acquain-
tance with whom I have not had close contact I am hesitant 
to enquire about the person's absent spouse since I am not 
certain of the marital status. This reflects, of course the 
invasion of our church homes by society's own priorities of 
self-fulfillment over covenantal faithfulness and our fail-
ure to boldly unmask the emphasis on self-fulfillment for 
what it is. 
This brings us back to the spider and the web. It is 
essential that our self-centeredness and pride and rebel-
liousness come under judgment rather than being sancti-
fied. Sanctification is God's will for the Christian. Judg-
ment is his will for sin and self and pride. 
We are in peril of accepting the Corinthian church as the 
model church of our culture—strong on feelings and emo-
tions and personalities but immature in Christian percep-
tion and values. The Corinthian church was so taken by the 
liberty that is in Christ that it bragged about what it should 
have been ashamed (I Corinthians 5). 
The response to this Corinthian peril is to recognize the 
radical nature of man's need and the radical provision of 
the gospel. A self-centered culture needs more than a self-
affirming message. It needs more than the promise of 
forgiveness and peace. It needs a message that deals with 
the very well-springs of our natures. 
The gospel offers more than a lifetime of sweeping 
cobwebs. 
Z 
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The Keeping of Covenants 
Daniel Hertzler 
How much is a guarantee worth? How long will a com-
mitment be honored? What is a promise worth? Should 
you pay your debts if you can get by otherwise? Questions 
such as these are basic to the relationships of a functioning 
society. When you can no longer count on people or organi-
zations or marital partners to honor their commitments, 
something has gone out of a social group and it is begin-
ning to disintegrate. 
A complaint of the Old Testament prophets was the 
failure of the Jews to keep their covenant with God. The 
tragic parable of this was Hosea's wife, Gomer. Though 
Hosea loved her and tried to care for her, she abandoned 
him for illicit relationships with other "lovers" and left 
Hosea to take care of the children. Eventually she was 
found for sale in a slave market and Hosea bought her 
back. A model, said the prophet, of God's relationship 
with Israel. God kept His side of the covenant but Israel 
repeatedly wandered off into unfaithful relations. Yet God 
repeatedly invited them back to him. 
It was a figure of speech, of course, but a bold one. To 
describe the relationship between a people and their God as 
a marriage brings a kind of clarity scarcely possible with 
any other figure. Further, it highlights the importance of 
stability and faithfulness in all relationships. 
A husband was asked why his marriage of long duration 
has lasted as it did and he answered the one reason was the 
expectation with which he entered wedlock. He under-
stood it as a covenant for life and set out to fulfill it. 
There is too much tentativeness in marriage and other 
covenants today. People marry with the understanding 
that it will continue as long as they feel like it or their 
mutual needs continue to be met. The traditional marriage 
formula is based on the understanding that self-fulfillment 
is not an adequate basis for any lasting relationship. 
Consider how life might be different if keeping covenant 
instead of seeking fulfillment were the highest priority. 
Children would cease to be pawns between warring 
spouses who are separated, but claim to love the children. 
Wives would not be left behind by philandering husbands 
who allow mid-life crises to rule them instead of the other 
way around. 
The effects of keeping marriage convenants illustrate 
what could happen throughout society if faithfulness were 
the first priority. Lawyers, no doubt, would be much less 
employed. This would be no great tragedy. Some of them 
would be happy as they are truly distressed by the confu-
sion of unkept covenants. Others make too much money 
anyhow. Judges and court clerks would be less busy. The 
people who must take off for jury duty could go on with 
their regular work. 
We would be amazed if we knew all the extra work and 
expense that is caused by failure to keep covenants or the 
meeting obligations is a simple thing if made a priority. 
Recently our family car was involved in a minor accident. 
It was backed into in a parking lot by an absent minded 
store employee leaving after work. 
His mother, whom we never saw, promised over the 
phone to pay the cost of the repair. Our local body repair 
shop estimated the cost which I gave to her also over the 
phone. In a few days a check arrived in the amount of the 
estimate. This was a much simpler method of settlement 
than to hold out to the end. If the cost of repair should be 
significantly less than the estimate, I will certainly want to 
refund the balance. 
The church in which I grew up had a fairly long list of 
dos and don'ts. Some of them were strict rules, other 
recommendations. One of the recommendations was "pay 
your honest debts." That seems a simple, an obvious thing, 
but many do not consider it necessary or even important . 
However, a man I know is reported to have gone bank-
rupt. The intent of bankruptcy is to get creditors off the 
back of someone in trouble so that he can get a fresh start 
and recover f rom his debts. The bankrupt person or com-
pany is free of the legal obligation to pay these debts in full. 
Yet I have been told that my friend later paid these debts. 
This is keeping covenant. 
According to the writings of Paul, there is a sense in 
which we are all bankrupt before God and unable to do 
what my friend did. That is, we are in no position to pay 
what we owe. "But God shows his love for us in that while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8). 
So now we have a chance for a fresh start at covenant 
keeping in response to the God who like Hosea keeps 
coming back to restore the broken covenant. 
This appeared as an editorial in Gospel Herald of which the writer is the 
editor. 
